FOREWORD

The National Swine Improvement Federation continued to make proghess
duning 1977 in achieving its primary goal of developing and impLementing
more undifonm, effective and coordinated swine {mprovement phoghams. The
commitiee reponts incfuded in this publication along with those contained
in the 1976 Recond of Proceedings from the December é-7, 1976 Annual Meeting
constitute the major hevisions that have been made in the initial Guidelines
gor Uniform Swine Improvement Programs that was pubfished in 1976. The
second edilion of the Guidelines will incfude these revisions and additions
and will be published duning 1978 unden the Leadenship of Dixon Hubbanrd.

This yean's Recond of Proceedings contains the fnuited papers presented
at the Annual Meeting and Congerence at St. Lowis on Decemben 4-6, 1977 and
we hope you will find them wonthwhile reading. The program committee consist-
<ng of John Beckett (Chainman), lawry Rus and Gene Tslfen arranged for a
progham that included a wide nrange of topies that are imporntant to the swine
Andustryf. Glenn Conatsen will be chaimman of the 1978 Annual Conference
progham planning commitiee and he {nvites your suggestions. Bob Jones and
John Beckett will be serving with Glenn on this committee in formulating the
program fox December 3-5, 1978 at St. Louds.

As you head these proceedings and participate in NSIF activities through-
out the year, please keep in mind the five basic purposes for which NSIF was
organized:

v Uniforamity: To esfablish accurate and uniform procedures fok
perfoamance tesiing.

v Development: To assist memben organizations in developing
ehfective proghams.

v Coopenation: To facilitate cooperation among all segments
of the industny in developing and utilizing
peaformance testing.

v Education: To wonk with memben onganizations in developing
proghams emphasizing use and Lnfenprefation.

v Confidence: To increase the swine industry's congidence in
perjormance festing.

Continued Support and cooperation of all segments of the swine industnry
are needed foh us fo achieve these goals. 1§ you have suggestions as fo ways
that NSTF can be improved and be more effective, 1 encourage you to contact
me on gour direclor--we encourage yowr Lnputs.
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